
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ART
WJEC AS/A2

Students will need to show dedication
and commitment and be resourceful
and innovative. They will need to
adopt a mature approach and be
capable of problem solving and
producing personal and independent
work.  Motivation is fundamental to
doing well in the subject area, as is
being inquisitive, creative and having
a consistent approach to work.

PROFILE

CONTACT

AS
Unit 1: Personal Creative
Enquiry (40% of qualification – 160
marks) 
 
A2
Unit 2: Unit 2:  Personal Investigation
(36% of qualification -160 marks
 
Unit 3: Externally set assignment 
(24% of qualification – 100 marks)
 
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Students must have attained at least a grade C in GCSE Art and
Design.  This course is intended for those students who wish to
pursue, extend and develop their studies of Art and Design to
greater depth than required at GCSE.  

Subject Lead: Mrs Deasy

COURSE CONTENT

Unit 1 - Personal Creative Enquiry. 100% coursework based
there is no exam for this unit. 

Unit 2 - Personal Investigation.  Consists of, 1 major practical
piece of personal significance and a related written study of a
minimum 1000 words.  Both pieces are marked together.

Unit 3 - Externally Set Assignment.  The paper is distributed in
February and students choose from a variety of starting points.  
A 15 hour examination, spread over 3 full school days,
concludes this body of work where an ambitious final piece is
produced.

Year 12 - AS
 

 
Year 13 - A2
 

 

 
 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Courses available to students are vast and can involve pupils
exploring  numerous fields such as Fine Art, Photography,
Sculpture, Ceramics, Printmaking, Graphic Design, Art History,
Fashion and Textiles, Illustration and Animation to name a few.
The possibilities for an Arts based career are staggering and the
creative industries continue to grow faster than any other sector
in the UK economy. Career options encompass numerous
aspects of everyday life from gallery curator, teaching, lecturing
and community projects to advertising, media and architecture.
The very nature of the Art and Design course and its emphasis on
self-motivated work also acts as a great foundation and vital tool
to those who wish to further their studies at university



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

BIOLOGY
WJEC AS/A2

Successful completion of the course
is dependent on regular attendance,
commitment and a significant amount
of private study in addition to the
completion of regular homework
tasks. Students should expect to
spend approximately 7 hours each
week in private study to support their
learning. 

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
 
 
AS
Unit 1: Basic Biochemistry and Cell
Organisation
Unit 2: Biodiversity and Physiology of
Body Systems
 
A2
Unit 3: Energy, Homeostasis and the
Environment
Unit 4: Variation, Inheritance and
Options
Unit 5: Practical Assessment
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Students must have attained all of the following to study Biology:
B in GCSE Biology on HIGHER tier, as well as a B grade in
Chemistry, Maths and English Language or Literature  (B grade in
an extended written subject can substitute for the English).

Subject Lead: Miss Francis
 

TEACHING & LEARNING

 
Students will be issued with guide notes providing a framework
for discussion and outlining further exercises necessary to
develop the knowledge and understanding of each unit.  They will
also complete past paper questions and these will provide the
basis for further discussion.  At the end of each section of work
students will complete an internal assessment test, providing
regular monitoring of progress. Students will be actively
encouraged to monitor and reflect on their own progress.Practical
lessons enable students to test for themselves some of the new
ideas they meet on the course.  Students will build on their
practical skills developed at GCSE, carrying out practical
investigations and learning to use a compound microscope as a
tool for observation of plant and animal structures.Biology is a
very popular subject, with most students continuing to A2
level.Successful completion of the course is dependent on regular
attendance, commitment and a significant amount of private
study in addition to the completion of regular homework tasks.
Students should expect to spend approximately 7 hours each
week in private study to support their learning.
 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of
Biology or a related course in higher education, for progression
to the next level of vocational qualifications, or direct entry into
employment.  It also provides a coherent  satisfying and
worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to
furher studies in Biology.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

BUSINESS STUDIES
WJEC AS/A2

Business Studies requires students to
use problem solving and decision
making skills in a variety of
settings.  These skills are developed
through stimulus response exercises
and case studies which make
extensive use of newspaper and
magazine articles, company reports,
the internet and TV
programmes.  Students are expected
to use the media to become more
aware of issues affecting business.

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
AS
Unit 1: Business opportunities
Unit 2: Business functions
 
A2
Unit 3: Business analysis and strategy
Unit 4: Business in a changing world
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above at GCSE Business Studied.  If not studied -
B in Maths or Numeracy AND B in Eng Lit or Lang

Subject Lead: Mr Parr
 

COURSE CONTENT

 
Business Studies enables learners to investigate different types
and sizes of organisations in various business sectors and
environments, drawing on local, national and global contexts,
including data which relates to the Welsh business environment.
Learners will develop a full understanding of business and
enterprise and be aware of the opportunities and threats of
operating in a global marketplace.You will learn about modern
and current issues in business and be able to investigate, analyse
and evaluate contemporary business opportunities and problems
in a wide range of contexts, whilst recognising how businesses
adapt to operate in a dynamic business environment.You will gain
an understanding of the important role played by small
businesses in the economy of Wales and the rest of the UK. In
addition, learners will identify the opportunities that exist for
entrepreneurs, as well as the importance of established business
and not-for-profit organisations in providing goods and
services.You will apply a number of analytical techniques,
including decision-making models, investment appraisal tools and
ratio analysis, to investigate business opportunities and problems
to determine business strategy in a range of contexts, such as
trend analysis, accountancy, and investment viability.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

This course provides a good grounding for all degree courses
in:  Business Studies, Accountancy, Business Management,
Marketing, Human Resources and other related studies.  It will
also give great insight into the key aspects of successful business
start-ups for those budding entrepreneurs.  It provides an
excellent skill based A level for the world of work.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

CHEMISTRY
WJEC AS/A2

The Advanced Level specification
provides a suitable foundation for the
study of Chemistry or a related area
in higher education.  It also provides a
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile
course of study for candidates who
do not progress to further study in
the subject.

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
AS
Unit 1: The Language of Chemistry,
Structure of Matter and Simple
Reactions
Unit 2:  Energy Rate and Chemistry of
Carbon Compounds
 
A2
Unit 3: Physical & Inorganic chemistry
Unit 4: Organic chemistry & analysis
Unit 5: Practical Assessment
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above in GCSE Chemistry on higher tier papers
plus a Grade B in Maths and English (Lang or Lit)

Subject Lead: Mrs Gardner
 

TEACHING & LEARNING

 
Students are provided with copies of all notes but, in
addition, are expected to extend these and to read around
the subject.  End of topic questions and tests are used
extensively.  Full use is made of available past papers, mark
schemes and examiners reports.Through discussion, a
target grade is set for each student and corresponding work
is regularly marked with a percentage and a corresponding
grade.  This allows students to monitor their own progress
and be mindful if targets have been reached or not.  They
are encouraged to comment on their results and - with their
teacher - to identify any weak areas that may be present in
their work.In addition to their lesson time, students are
advised that they will need to devote at least a further seven
hours a week to studying this subject.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Advanced Level Chemistry provides an essential foundation
for the further study of Chemistry and other related higher
education courses such as Medicine, Biochemistry,
Molecular Biology, Chemical Engineering etc.  It is a very
useful supporting subject for a range of science courses.
Success in Chemistry indicates achievement in a variety of
skill areas and consequently, the subject is held in high
regard when applying for future studies or work.  Students
often find that the skills acquired are sought after in careers
that are not necessarily science related.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY -
PRODUCT

WJEC AS/A2

The A level course in Product Design
offers a unique opportunity for
students to identify and solve real
problems by designing and making
products that relate to their own
interests and those of our ever
changing consumer market.  The
syllabus crosses various subject
boundaries combining Technology
with Science, Art, IT, Business and
Marketing. It will provide a challenging
and interesting course in a field that
keeps up to date with technological
changes and is relevant to the
modern world.

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
AS
Unit 1:  Product Design Theory
Examination (2 hours) 20%
Unit 2:  Design and Make Major Task
(40 hours)  20%
 
A2
Unit 3:  Product Design Theory
Examination (2½ hours) 30%
Unit 4:  Design and Make Major Task
(60 hours) 20%
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above in GCSE D & T.

Subject Lead: Mr Jackaman
 

COURSE CONTENT
 
AS Unit 1:  There are four areas of study: 
Designing and Innovation, Materials and Components, Product Analysis,
Industrial and Commercial Practice. Much of this knowledge and
understanding will be directly relevant to many aspects of the Major
Task. The content will be delivered through practical designing and
making sessions as well as through more formal theory lessons.
AS Unit 2:  Design and Make Major Task  Pupils are given the chance to
design and make products of their choice using materials and processes
they are they are familiar with. At the same time they will be given the
opportunity to stretch themselves by designing and making products
using new exciting technologies, processes and materials.Pupils coming
from a Product Design background will design a low voltage lamp
inspired by a designer or design movement of their own choosing.Pupils
with a Fashion and Textiles background will design and make a high end
textile product that has been inspired by a well-known, influential fashion
practitioner of their choice.
A2 Unit 3:  Four areas of study are added to those already covered at
AS. Human Responsibility, Processes, Public Interaction and Production
Systems and Control. 
A2 Unit 4:  Design and Make Major Task beginning in the July of Year 12
this extended task is intended to allow candidates to thoroughly analyse
and research areas of interest to them and to design and manufacture
products that they could use to solve a problem of their choice.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

An A level in Product Design is the stepping stone to many
exciting degree courses available at universities and colleges of
higher education. These include Advertising, Motorsport
Engineering, Architecture, Graphic Design, Crafts, Industrial
Design, Product Design, Jewellery Design, 3D Dimensional Design,
Engineering, Digital Media, Fashion Design, Textiles, Film, Music,
Performing Arts, Publishing, Visual Arts, Teaching, Photography
and Medical Product Design.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES

WJEC AS/A2

The study of Drama at AS/A2 level will
incorporate the techniques of theatre
practitioners, the work of playwrights
and working texts; it will provide an
opportunity to explore and present
acting, directing, devising and
improvisation skills.

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
AS – Year 12
Unit 1:  Internally Assessed
Practical Coursework
 
Unit 2:  External Written Paper 
 
A2 – Year 13
Unit 3:  Externally Assessed
Practical Coursework
 
Unit 4:  External Written Paper
 
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above. (Students without GCSE Drama will be
considered on an individual basis and is dependent on
experience and profile.)

Subject Lead: Miss Paull
 

COURSE CONTENT
 
AS
The course provides an opportunity to study plays from the point
of view of a director, designer, performer and critic.  It enables
students to acquire a knowledge and understanding of the
language of drama and theatre as well to develop their performing
and analytical skills.
Unit 1:  Theatre Workshop
Unit 2:  Text in theatre (written exam) 
 
A2
The course aims to extend the knowledge, skills and
understanding acquired at AS, enabling students to apply what
they have learned in their own creative work.
Unit 3: Text in action
Unit 4: Text in performance (written exam)
 
Students are provided with opportunities to develop a variety of
dramatic and theatrical skills in both devised and scripted
work. Practical activities include:  improvisation, rehearsal,
movement skills, vocal technique, practitioner technique and style,
exploring language and characterisation.Theoretical activities
include:  research, interpretation of texts, analysis of aspects of
production and evaluation of a live theatre performance. Students
will participate in the creation, development and performance of
pieces of theatre for both AS and A2.
 
 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Many students go on to pursue a course and career in
theatre or media work.  However Theatre Studies also
develops valuable all round skills, including communication
skills, which are essential in higher education and the world
of work.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
WJEC AS/A2

English Language is a course for
students who enjoy reading, writing
and researching.  You will be
challenged to produce and analyse a
very wide and interesting range of
texts, including non-fiction as well as
fiction.

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
 
AS - Year 12 
Unit 1:  Written Examination
Exploring Language 
 
Unit 2:  Written Examination
Language Issues and Original Writing
 
 A2 – Year 13
Unit 3:   Language over Time
 
Unit 4:  Spoken Texts and Creative 
Writing
 
Unit 5:  Language and Identity
(investigational coursework)
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

Subject Lead: Miss Roberts
Email:trobertsj@caerleoncomprehensive.net.

COURSE CONTENT

Develop and apply their understanding of the concepts and
methods appropriate for the analysis and study of language
Explore data and examples of language in use
Engage creatively and critically with a varied programme for the
study of English
Develop their skills as producers and interpreters of language
Independently investigate language in use

 
AS and A level in English Language encourage students to develop
their interest and enjoyment of English as they:

 
The course is designed to foster students’ independence as they
explore English language in a variety of contexts. Throughout this
course, students are presented with opportunities to develop their
own creativity, both in the ways they think about language and in
the ways they develop expertise in using language to
communicate.As part of the course, students will study various
elements of linguistics in use, including a unit on the structure and
form of the English language, linguistic theories relating to
language and power and language and situation, spoken English
and conversational theory and contemporary use of English in the
multi-modal form, including the language of social media and
electronic communication.
 
Students will take an active part in their own learning and progress
and we encourage independent study as well as collaborative
learning in and out of the classroom
 
 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The skills built upon in this course are highly transferable
and attractive to potential employers and put learners in a
prime position for a plethora of subjects in further
education. Specific career paths include journalism and the
media, law, civil service, publishing and public relations.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ENGLISH LITERATURE
WJEC AS/A2

English Literature encourages
students to engage creatively with a
range of texts and ways of responding
to them.  You will learn to develop
and apply your knowledge of literary
analysis by exploring the contexts of
the chosen texts and others’
interpretations of them, thus
deepening your understanding and
enjoyment of the changing traditions
of literature in English.

PROFILE

CONTACT

 
 
AS - Year 12 
Unit 1:  Prose and Drama (Closed book
exam)
 
Unit 2:  Poetry Post 1900 (Open book
exam)
 
 A2 – Year 13
Unit 3:   Poetry Pre-1900 (Open book
exam)
 
Unit 4:  Shakespeare Closed book exam)
 
Unit 5:  Prose Study (Non exam)
 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

Subject Lead: Miss Roberts
 

COURSE CONTENT

Prose Study (Non examination / 2500 -  3500 word assignment).·     
One assignment based on the reading of two prose texts from two
different periods, one pre- 2000 and one post – 2000 (from a
prescribed list).

 
A2 Unit 1 Prose and Drama (Exam/Closed Book)·       
Book: Jane Austen:  Sense and Sensibility (Penguin) | C. Bronte:  Jane Eyre
(Penguin) |.  E. Gaskell:  North and South (Penguin)·| C. Dickens:  David
Copperfield (Penguin)· | T.Hardy:  The Mayor of Casterbridge (Penguin) 
 
Drama:· Christopher Marlowe: Doctor Faustus (Longman)·| Oscar
Wilde:  Lady Windermere’s Fan (New Mermaids)· | Tennessee Williams:  A
Streetcar Named Desire (Penguin) | Caryl Churchill:  Top Girls
(Methuen)·       Joe Orton:  Lost (Methuen) 
 
AS Unit 2 Poetry Post 1900 (Open Book Exam)·       
Edward Thomas Selected Poems (Faber)· | Alun Lewis: Collected Poems
(Seren)·| DH Lawrence:  Selected Poems (Penguin)· | Gillian
Clarke:  Making the Beds for the Dead (Carcanet)· | Ted Hughes:  Poems
selected by Simon Armitage (Faber)· | Sylvia Plath:  Poems selected by
Ted Hughes (Faber)· | Philip Larkin:  The Whitsun Weddings (Faber) |
Carol Ann Duffy:  Mean Time (Picador) | Seamus Heaney:  Field Work
(Faber)· | Owen Sheers:  Skirrid Hill (Seren)
 
A2 Unit 3 Poetry Pre-1900 and Unseen Poetry (Exam/Open
Book)·       Geoffrey Chaucer:  The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale·|  John
Donne:  Selected Poems | John Milton:  Paradise Lost IX·|John Keats:
Selected Poems· | Christina Rossetti:  Selected Poems
 
A2 Unit 4 Shakespeare (Exam/Closed Book): ·King Lear· |Antony and
Cleopatra | Hamlet | Henry IV Part 1 | The Tempest
 
A2 Unit 5:

 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

English Literature at A Level opens up a wide variety of
opportunities including journalism, law and teaching.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

FRENCH
WJEC AS/A2

AS and A Level French build on the
solid basis of GCSE French.  Students
will be able to communicate
confidently, clearly and effectively in
the foreign language through both
the spoken and written word, using
increasingly accurate, complex and
varied language.  AS and A Level
French will provide both a suitable
foundation for further study and/or
practical use of the foreign language.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above in French

Subject Lead: Mrs Muggleton
 

COURSE CONTENT
 
Four themes have been chosen to offer learners an extensive and
pertinent learning experience. 
Theme 1: (AS) Being a young person in French-speaking society 
Theme 2: (AS) Understanding the French-speaking world 
Theme 3: (A2l) Diversity and difference 
Theme 4: (A2l)  France 1940-1950: The Occupation and the post-war
years 
 
The themes Being a young person in French-speaking
society and Diversity and difference are ones which resonate in the lives
of young people today, enabling the learner to empathise with issues and
deepen their knowledge of how they affect the countries or communities
where French is spoken. Understanding the French-speaking
world immerses learners in the culture and heritage of France and
French-speaking countries and communities. The fourth theme France
1940-1950: The Occupation and the post-war years introduces learners
to a country specific theme focusing on a key period in the history of
France, including significant events in political, intellectual and artistic
culture, which have helped shape the country as it is today. This is an
exciting innovation enabling learners to develop and build upon
knowledge, understanding and cultural appreciation by the use of
authentic spoken and written sources in a stimulating course of study.
 
The four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing will be developed
through a range of activities, all of which will already be familiar to
language students (pair/group work, individual reading/written tasks,
individual research on the Internet to make the most of French media,
talking to native speakers and games in the foreign language will still take
place!).  Students will be taught in the target language as much as
possible.
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

French is a facilitating subject, highly regarded by universities, including
the prestigious Russell Group.  There are more and more options for
studying MFL in FE, either with the aim of pursuing a specific career using
the language or concentrating on another discipline.  A language can be
combined with a large variety of subjects, including Mathematics, Law,
English Literature, Mechanical Engineering, Chemistry and Film Studies to
name but a few.  The greater flexibility at universities reflects the growing
importance of communication in Europe and the increased career
possibilities as a result.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 – Speaking assessments
Unit 2 – Combined listening , reading and
translation examinations
Unit 3 – Critical writing examination (learners
will be required to study one film)
 
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 4 – Speaking assessments
Unit 5 – Combined listening, reading and
translation examinations
Unit 6 – Critical and analytical writing
examination



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

GERMAN
WJEC AS/A2

AS and A Level French build on the solid basis
of GCSE and A Level German builds on the
solid basis of GCSE German.  Students will be
able to communicate confidently, clearly and
effectively in the foreign language through
both the spoken and written word, using
increasingly accurate, complex and varied
language.  AS and A Level German will
provide both a suitable foundation for further
study and/or practical use of the foreign
language as well as allowing students to
explore some of the rich history and culture
of the German speaking world. Students will
be able to communicate confidently, clearly
and effectively in the foreign language
through both the spoken and written word,
using increasingly accurate, complex and
varied language.  

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above in GCSE German

Subject Lead: Frau McCleod
 

COURSE CONTENT

 
AS Social Issues and Trends:
Theme 1: (AS) Being a young person in German-speaking society.Family structures,
traditional and modern values, friendships / relationships; Youth trends, issues and
personal identity; Education and employment opportunities.Political, intellectual
and artistic culture.
 
Theme 2: (AS) Understanding the German-speaking world. Regional culture and
heritage in Germany, German-speaking countries and communities; Germany,
Austria and Switzerland in a European context; Literature, art, film and music in the
German-speaking world.
 
A Level Social issues and trends:
Theme 3: (A level) Diversity and difference.Migration and integration; Cultural
identity and marginalisation; Cultural enrichment and celebrating difference;
Discrimination and diversity.Political, intellectual and artistic culture.
 
Theme 4: (A level) The Making of Modern Germany: 1989 onwards.Initial and
subsequent process of reunification; Social cohesion in present-day Germany;
Artistic and political movements; Economic impact of a united Germany.
 
The four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing will be developed through
a range of activities, all of which will already be familiar to language students
(pair/group work, individual reading/written tasks, individual research on the
Internet to make the most of German media, talking to native speakers and games
in the foreign language will still take place!).   Students will be taught in the target
language as much as possible.  
 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

A facilitator subject regarded as highly desirable by Red Brick and Russell
Group Universities, there are more and more options for studying a MFL
at university, either with the aim of pursuing a specific career using the
language, combining it with any number of academic subjects (such as
law, business, engineering, economics, medicine, pharmacy, genetics,
history, politics & international relations, media & journalism etc.) or
concentrating on another discipline and spending a year abroad.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS) - Speaking assessments.
Units 2 (AS) - Combined listening, reading and
translation examinations.
Unit 3 (AS) - Critical writing examination.
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 4 (A level) – Speaking assessments.
Unit 5 (A level) – Combined listening, reading
and translation examinations.
Unit 6 (A level) – Critical and analytical writing.
 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

GEOGRAPHY
WJEC AS/A2

In 2016 The Guardian newspaper described
Geography as ‘the must have ‘A’ level.’
Geography is inherently a multidisciplinary
subject in a world that increasingly values
people who have the skills needed to work
across the physical and social sciences.
Geographers learn to analyse data, read,
assess and evaluate information from a
variety of sources, and use geographical
information systems. As it is a
multidisciplinary subject, students of
Geography avoid the problem of over
specialisation. It is a highly versatile subject
that combines well with sciences and arts
alike.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above in GCSE Geography. We will consider students that do
not have GCSE Geog on an individual basis - they must have min of B in
English and Maths

Subject Lead: Miss Fowler
 

COURSE CONTENT
 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1:  Changing Landscapes 
Section A:  Changing Landscapes. Choice between two
themes, either Coastal or Glaciated Landscapes, two compulsory structured questions
with data response.
Section B:  Tectonic Hazards. Three compulsory structured questions with data
response. 
 
Unit 2:  Changing Places 
Section A:  Changing Places Two compulsory structured questions with data response.
Section B:  Fieldwork Investigation in Physical and Human Geography.
Three compulsory structured questions with data response on fieldwork and the
learner’s own fieldwork investigation.
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 3:  Global Systems and Global Governance
Section A:  Global Systems, Water and Carbon Cycles: two compulsory structured
questions with data response and one extended response question.
Section B:  Global Governance:  Change and Challenges, Process and patterns of global
migration and global governance of the Earth’s oceans:  two compulsory structured
questions and data response and one extended response question.
Section C:  21st Century Challenges One compulsory extended response question
drawing on Units 1, 2 and 3 with resource material.
 
Unit 4:  Contemporary Themes in Geography
Section A:  Tectonic Hazards One compulsory extended response question.
Section B:  Contemporary Themes in Geography. Select two optional themes from
four:• Ecosystems, Economic Growth and Challenge, India or China or Development in
an African Context, Energy Challenges and Dilemmas, Weather and Climate.
 
Unit 5: Independent Investigation
Non exam 3000 - 4000 words
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Geography is an important qualification for a range of courses such as
cartography, climatology, surveying, leisure and recreation, landscape
architecture, estate management, town planning, civil engineering and
agriculture, as well as the rapidly growing environmental areas.  Many
geographers also enter careers such as accountancy, law, civil service, human
resources etc. where a broad vision is required.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  Changing Landscapes-  24%
Unit 2 (AS)  Changing places - 16%
.
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 3 (A2)  Global Systems & Governance - 24%
Unit 4 (A2)  Contemporary Themes - 16% 
Unit 5 (A2)  Independent Investigation - 20%
 
A good geographer is a critical thinker and our teaching
and learning embraces this. Analysis, interpretation and
evaluation are at the heart of what we do. Applying our
knowledge and understanding of the world to unknown
situations gives our subject a relevance and usefulness that
challenges and inspires our students.  Fieldwork sets
Geography apart from almost every other subject - it gives
an opportunity for students to step out of the classroom
and experience a hands on approach to learning about the
real world. 20% of the A level qualification is assessed
through a Non Examined Assessment based on fieldwork -
opportunities to study in the field will be provided - locally
and overseas.
 
 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

HISTORY
WJEC AS/A2

Studying History at A Level will help you
improve your analytical skills, develop your
own opinions and formulate well-reasoned,
supported and logical arguments. You will
learn how to critically appraise historical
sources and with an emphasis on written
communication, personal research and
discussion, History A Level will help you
develop a range of important skills for the
future.Some advanced level subjects are
more frequently required for entry to degree
courses than others. These subjects are
known as ‘facilitating’ subjects because
choosing them at advanced level leaves open
a wide range of options for university
study. History is a facilitating subject.A-Level
History is an ideal choice if you have an
inquiring, critical or analytical mindset.It
combines very well with other humanities or
social science subjects and is an ideal
contrasting subject for science and maths.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above in GCSE History. We will consider students that do not
have GCSE History on an individual basis - they must have min of C in
English Language or Literature. 

Subject Lead: Mrs Thomas
 

COURSE CONTENT

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1: Period Study – Politics, People and Protest C. 1880-1980. 
1½ hours – 2 x essay questions.20% of the total A Level grade
 
Unit 2:  Depth Study Part 1 - France:  the Causes and Course of Revolution,
 c 1774 – 1792. 
1 ¾  hours – Source based examination paper. 20% of the total A Level grade.
 
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Students will sit two history exams in the summer of the A2 year. The final unit is an
independent investigation to be submitted by the Spring of Year 13.
 
Unit 3: Domestic change and foreign affairs in the USA c.1890-1990. 
 
Areas of study include the struggle civil rights for African Americans and the changing
nature of US foreign policy. 1 ¾  hours – 2 x essay questions. 20%
 
Unit 4: This is a continuation of the earlier part of the depth study studied for
Unit 2 covering the period 1792-1815,
 
 Encompassing the reign of Terror in the French Revolution and culminates in the fall
of Napoleon. 1 ¾  hours – Source based and essay based examination paper. 20%
 
Unit 5: Independent Investigation
Students are expected to conduct their own research and provide their own evidence
to debate a key event in history. 20%
 
The course is divided in two and pupils are taught by two members of staff employing
a variety of proven teaching methods.  Students are expected to take an active part in
their own learning and group and class discussion, presentations and independent
research skills are used throughout studies. Regular examination style questions are
also a feature to enable pupils to become familiar with the skills necessary to succeed
in this subject.
 
 
 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Although the study of history complements that of other Arts subjects it has been
successfully combined with almost all subjects.  It is a highly regarded academic
discipline amongst which provides a number of valuable transferable skills.  It is
associated particularly with the following professions:  law, journalism,
broadcasting, management, banking, publishing, librarianship, government and
administration.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  Politics, People & Protest 20%
Unit 2 (AS)  French Revolution 20%
.
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 3 (A2)  USA - 20%
Unit 4 (A2)  French Revolution continued- 20% 
Unit 5 (A2)  Independent Investigation - 20%
 
 
 

 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL

IT is at the heart of everyday life, at home,
work and in our leisure time from computer
graphics and control systems to
communications and problem-solving, IT has
an ever-increasing role to play.Caerleon is
proud to offer the Cambridge Technicals
Certificate (equivalent learning hours to AS
Level) and Introductory Diploma (equivalent
learning hours to A Level) in IT at Sixth
Form. The qualification includes a choice of
units in software packages that are tailored to
the needs of the IT and creative digital media
industries. Typical units include interactive
media development, spreadsheet modelling
and database design.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

1. Grade B or above in either ICT or Computer Science OR
2. Merit or above in Creative and Media OR
3. Grade B or above in WBQ Skills Challenge Certificate

Subject Lead: Mr Jenkins
 

COURSE CONTENT

Communication and Employability Skills for IT (Year 12)
Information Systems (Year 12)
Digital Graphics for Interactive Media (Year 12)
Interactive Media Production  (web authoring) (Year 13)
Database design (Year 13)
Spreadsheet Modelling (Year 13)

 
The course comprises SIX modules TWO of which are CORE and must be
undertaken. 
There are two core modules that all students will undertake:
 
Unit 1: Communication and Employability Skills for ICT.  
This unit identifies the principles for effective communication and introduces
learners to the interpersonal skills and attributes required within a work place.
This unit will prepare learners to effectively use various communication channels
within a working environment. They will investigate what an employer expects of
an individual and learn how to communicate effectively whilst developing their
own personal development needs.
 
Unit 2: Information Systems
This unit will provide the learner with a greater understanding of how
organisations use information internally and externally and the types of
information they will encounter. The skills gained by completing this unit will give
the learner knowledge of the functionality of information and produce
management information systems. The remaining units focus on building specific
skills in a range of software packages used by the IT and creative digital media
industries.
 
The course is 100% non-examination assessment, with individual teachers in the
department taking responsibility for delivery of the different units. This means
that good attendance is vital to success with this course: 100% of the work being
delivered in lessons is formally assessed.
4 other optional modules must be completed and those may change based
on individual needs.  Examples of optional units are:

 
 
 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The Cambridge Technicals course provides learners with a vocational pathway
into the IT industry. The qualification is fully recognised as a pathway to higher
education: the course attracts UCAS tariff points that are an entry requirement
for university study.

 
This course has NO examinations and is 100%
coursework based. 
 
Successful completion of 3 modules in Year 12
will result in the award of the Certificate (AS
equivalent).  Continuation into Year 13 will see
the student study a further 3 modules to gain
the full Diploma (A Level Equivalent)
 
The qualification is graded as follows:
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass. 
 Distinction* and Distinction carry the same
weight as A* or A in traditional A Levels.  A Merit
is equivalent of a C grade and a Pass is
equivalent of an E grade.  There are no B grade
or D grade equivalents. 
 
 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

MATHEMATICS
WJEC AS/A2

A level Mathematics is often thought of as a
subject of complicated calculations. However,
calculations form only a small part of this
rigorous discipline which requires clear
thinking and the development of specific
ideas into generalised solutions.On one hand
A level Mathematics deals with highly abstract
topics which require considerable
imagination combined with the discipline of
'proof'. On the other hand mathematics
underpins virtually all the practical
developments in science, IT and economics
which have formed our modern world.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above in mathematics at higher tier
only. 

Subject Lead: Mr Ball
 

COURSE CONTENT

 

Most of the Mathematics covered at GCSE is Pure
Mathematics.  At AS / A2 the course is modular and includes
both Pure (Units 1 and 3) and Applied (Units 2 and 4).  
 
The applied modules contain topics from both mechanics
and statistics.  All modules are compulsory.  
 
What will I study?
 
In Year 12 you will study 2-AS level modules Units 1 and 2.
In Year 13 you will study 2-A2 level modules Units 3 and 4. 
 
How will I be assessed?
Assessment is entirely through modular examinations:·       
 
In Year 12 Units 1 and 2 being examined in May.·       
In Year 13 Units 3 and 4 being examined in May/June.
 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The course provides a firm foundation for students who wish to
study the subject to degree level. It also provides an excellent base
for all science courses and for areas such as finance, economics
etc. Students who complete a degree in Mathematics may move
into related fields such as Medicine, Accountancy, Engineering and
interdisciplinary research/design.  Mathematicians are highly
numerate, have learnt to think clearly and logically and devise
solutions to complex problems. Their skills and versatility make
them highly sought after by employers in a wide range of careers.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  - Pure Mathematics A - Written Exam
worth 25%. 2 Hour  30 minutes.
Unit 2 (AS)  - Applied Mathematics A - Written Exam
worth 15%. 1hour 45 minutes.  
Section A - Statistics
Section B - Mechanics
.
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 3 (A2)  - Pure Mathematics B- Written Exam
worth 35%. 2 Hour  30 minutes.
Unit 4 (A2)  - Applied Mathematics B - Written Exam
worth 25%. 1hour 45 minutes.
Section A - Statistics
Section B - Differential equations & Mechanics
 
 

 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

FURTHER MATHEMATICS

WJEC AS/A2

A level Mathematics is often thought of as a
subject of complicated calculations. However,
calculations form only a small part of this
rigorous discipline which requires clear
thinking and the development of specific
ideas into generalised solutions.On one hand
A level Mathematics deals with highly abstract
topics which require considerable
imagination combined with the discipline of
'proof'. On the other hand mathematics
underpins virtually all the practical
developments in science, IT and economics
which have formed our modern world.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade A* or A at GCSE. 

Subject Lead: Mr Ball
 

COURSE CONTENT

 

Most of the Mathematics covered at GCSE is Pure
Mathematics.  
 
The applied modules contain topics from both mechanics
and statistics.  All modules are compulsory.  
 
What will I study? The order of units is yet to be determined
 
Students will study 4 modules: 
Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 Mathematics.
 
Students will study a further 5 modules: 
Units FM1, FM2, FM3, FM4 and FM6 Further Mathematics.
 
How will I be assessed?
Assessment is entirely through modular examinations.        
 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The course provides a firm foundation for students who wish to
study the subject to degree level. It also provides an excellent base
for all science courses and for areas such as finance, economics
etc. Students who complete a degree in Mathematics may move
into related fields such as Medicine, Accountancy, Engineering and
interdisciplinary research/design.  Mathematicians are highly
numerate, have learnt to think clearly and logically and devise
solutions to complex problems. Their skills and versatility make
them highly sought after by employers in a wide range of careers.

 
See the following for details of the
structure:
 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/
mathematics/r-mathematics-gce-
2017/wjec-gce-further-maths-spec-
from%202017-e.pdf
 
 
 

 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

MUSIC
WJEC AS/A2

The Advanced level course builds upon the
National Curriculum and GCSE. It promotes
progression through AS and A2 and lays a
suitable foundation for the study of music or
a related area at further or higher education
and/or preparation for the world of work. It
provides a worthwhile study broadening and
intensifying candidates’ musical experiences,
providing opportunities for them to develop
their aural perception skills and their
appreciation of and participation in music.
The course also provides opportunities for
candidates to develop all aspects of their key
skills and, through its academic approach,
develop skills which can be transferred to
other subjects.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade C or above in GCSE Music. We will consider students that do not
have GCSE Music on an individual basis - all students must be proficent
on an instrument or voice to Grade 5 standard. 

Subject Lead: Miss Cooksey
 

COURSE CONTENT
 
AS Level – Year 12
Candidates will gain an understanding of two contrasting Areas of Study. One option
should be chosen from List A and one from List B, C or D.
Area of Study A  - Western Classical  Tradition
The Symphony OR Religious Choral Music
Area of Study B C and D
From: Rock and Pop,  Musical Theatre or Jazz
 
Unit 1: Performing - A performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces either as
a soloist or as part of an ensemble or a combination of both.  One piece must reflect
the musical characteristics of one area of study.
 
Unit 2: Composing - Two Compositions:A piece of at least 1 minute duration which
uses techniques associated with the Western Classical Tradition.  Candidates will have
a choice of four set briefs, released by the board in September. A free composition of
at least 2 minutes duration
 
Unit 3: Appraising - A written examination of approximately 1 hour 30 minutes.
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 4: Performing - A performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces, either as
a soloist or as part of an ensemble, or a combination of both. One piece must reflect
the musical characteristics of one are of study.
 
Unit 5: Composing - Two compositions. A piece of at least one minute duration,
which uses the techniques associated with The Western Classical Tradition, in
response to a brief set by WJEC.Learners will have a choice of four set briefs, released
during the first week of September in the academic year in which the unit is to be
assessed.A free composition of at least 2 minutes duration.
 
Unit 6 :Appraising - One option will be chosen from Area of Study E and two options
from Area of Study F, one from List A and one from List B.
Area E: The Symphony OR Religious Choral Music
Area F: List A, Impressionism or Chamber Music in Wales.  List B, Popular Music in
Wales or American Musical Theatre or Jazz Legends
 
 
 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Key skills are integral to the study of Music. Music can lead to a rewarding career
in performing arts, media, librarianship, recording industry, teaching, music
therapy etc. Music adds breadth to the academic profile of university applicants
seeking a wide range of disciplines including medicine and physiotherapy. The
skills demanded and developed at this level of study should not be
underestimated.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  Performing - 12%
Unit 2 (AS)  Composing - 12%
Unit 3 (A2)  Appraising  - 16%
 
 
A2 Level – Year 13
 
Unit 4 (A2)  Performing - 22% or 14% 
Unit 5 (A2)  Composing - 14% or 22%
Unit 3 (A2)  Appraising - 24%
 
All candidates will choose to specialise in either
performance or composition by doing an extended
unit.  Hence the difference in percentages for Unit 4
and 5. 
 
 
 
 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
WJEC AS/A2

The new WJEC specification provides
students with a broad and detailed
subject knowledge in all components
critical to the study of Physical
Education and related subjects in
higher education.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B at GCSE with a PASS in the theory element of the GCSE.  Non
GCSE students will be considered based on science outcomes. 

Subject Lead: Mr J Savastano 
 

COURSE CONTENT

 
The AS/A2 course develops knowledge within the following core disciplines:
Anatomy and Physiology - The scientific study of the way our bodies work
and create movement in sport.
Psychology and Skill Acquisition - The way in which we learn skills and the
way in which our personality and mindset affect our performance.
Social and Comparative Issues: The origins and history of sport and the
way in which sport influences and is influenced by society.
Practical Work :The development of training programmes for a specific
sport and students’ performance within their chosen sport.  
 
Opportunities to develop coaching or officiating are also included.Each of
the above disciplines are core elements of Physical Education, form the
basis of teaching, and are examined within each year of study.
 
Typically there are six classroom lessons a fortnight.  Students can expect
to be taught by several different staff who specialize within the core
disciplines.  The three practical lessons involve the development of
performance and coaching, where students will coach and perform with
their peers.Students undertake coursework in the form of planning,
performing and evaluating a specific training programme arising from a
weakness in their fitness within their own sporting interest.
 
 
 
 
 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Other subjects which are linked to Physical Education and support it are
Psychology, Sociology, Biology and Business Studies, however, all subject
combinations are possible.This subject leads naturally to a number of post 18
courses.  Students can pursue courses in Sports Science, Psychology, Recreation
and Leisure Management and latterly postgraduate certificates in education.  It
should be noted that all such courses are extremely popular and as such many
are highly oversubscribed.    There are also routes into careers such as
Physiotherapy and A level Physical Education sits alongside other traditional A
level subjects for entry onto a range of degree programmes. Consequently strong
students recognize the importance of targeting the highest grades as a means to
provide them with the widest possible post 18 choices.

Practical performance in one activity as a
player/performer 
Practical performance as a coach or official
Personal Performance Profile

Practical performance in one activity as a
player/performer, coach or official
Investigative Research

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  Exploring PE - 24% (Exam)
Unit 2 (AS)  Improving Personal Performance - 16%
(Coursework) .  To Assess:

 
 
A2 Level – Year 13
 
Unit 3 (A2)  Evaluating PE - 36% (Exam)
Unit 4 (A2)  :  Refining personal performance in
physical education - 24% (Coursework). To Assess:

 
 
Students sit units 1 and 2 in May of Year 12 and units
3 and 4 in June of Year 13.
 
 
 
 

 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

PHYSICS
WJEC AS/A2

have an interest in, and enjoy, physics
want to find out about how things work in
the physical world.
enjoy applying your mind to solving
problems.
enjoy carrying out investigations by the
application of imaginative, logical thinking.
want to use physics to move on to further
studies in Higher Education, support other
qualifications 
have good mathematics skills

A level Physics is suitable if you:

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above in higher tier Physics and a Grade B in GCSE Maths or
Numeracy.  A-Level Mathematics is strongly recommended to be
studied alongside Physics. 

Subject Lead: Mr M Smith 
 

COURSE CONTENT
 
AS Unit 1
Motion, Energy and Matter
Written examination :  1 hour 30 minutes.  Short answer and extended
answer structured questions, some in a practical context.
 
AS Unit 2
Electricity and Light 
Written examination:  1 hour 30 minutes
Short answer and extended answer structured questions, some in a
practical context.
 
A2 Units 3
Oscillations and Nuclei
Written examination:  2 hours 15 minutes
Short answers and extended answer questions, some in practical context,
comprehension question.
 
A2 Unit 4
Fields and Options
Written examination:  2 hours
Short answer and extended answer, some in a practical context. Choice of
one option out of four: Alternating Currents, Medical Physics, The Physics
of Sports Energy and the Environment.
 
A2 Unit 5
Practical Examination.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Physics leads on to a wide range of courses and careers. You could use Physics to
support other qualifications or move on to further studies or employment,
including:a BTEC Higher National (HNC and HND) or a degree course such as
Physics, the Sciences, Medicine, Metrology, Engineering (including Chemical
Engineering), Computer Science and related programmes. Employment in the
area of, for example, radiography, biotechnology, computing, engineering,
accountancy etc.In fact, Physics is recognised as an entry qualification for a wide
range of Higher Education courses and employment opportunities.  Behind
Medicine and Law, 48 Physics graduates on average, boast the highest graduate
wage.

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  Motion, Energy and Matter - 20%
Unit 2 (AS)  Electricity and Light - 20%
 
A2 Level – Year 13
 
Unit 3 (A2)  Oscillations and Nuclei - 25% 
Unit 4 (A2)  Fields and Options - 25%
Unit 3 (A2)  Practical examination - 10%
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

PSYCHOLOGY

 
AS Unit 1:  Past to Present
Students will gain a solid grounding in some of the core elements of psychology. They
will study five psychological approaches to understand a vast range of phenomena
including: the formation of relationships, brain abnormalities in murderers, the
unconscious mind, dream analysis, the influence of early childhood experience, the
unreliability of eyewitness testimony, free will, and who is happy? 
Written Examination :  1 hour 30 minutes
 
AS Unit 2: Using Psychological Concepts
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
Section A:  Contemporary debate .Students will explore a number of debates from a
psychological perspective; including the ethics of neuroscience, the mother as primary
care-giver of an infant and using techniques to control behaviour. One question linked
to the given debates.
Section B:  Principles of research. Compulsory questions on the theory of psychological
research (including the work of social and developmental psychologists). 
Section C:  Application of research methods to a novel scenario. Students will apply
their knowledge and understanding of research methods to novel scenarios, making
judgements on psychological research. Compulsory questions requiring a response to a
piece of research previously unseen.
 
A2 Unit 3: Implications in the Real World
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
Section A:  The Study of Behaviours. Students will choose to study three behaviours
from: Addiction, Autistic Spectrum, Bullying, Criminal, Schizophrenia and Stress. Three
structured essays from a choice of six
Section B:  Controversies in psychology. Students will explore controversial issues in
psychology including: cultural bias, ethics of conducting research on humans, research
using non-human animals, the scientific status of psychology and sexism.One question
from a choice of two requiring a synoptic exploration of psychological controversies.
 
A2 Unit 4: Applied Research Methods
Written examination:  1 hour 30 minutes
Section A:  Personal Investigation. Students will gain first-hand experience of two
research methods. They will be required to respond to questions concerning these
investigations in their assessment. Compulsory questions based on investigative
activities carried out prior to the assessment.
Section B:  Application of research methods to novel scenarios. Students will apply their
knowledge of research methods to novel scenarios, making judgements on
psychological research.Compulsory questions requiring a response to a piece of
research.

WJEC AS/A2

Psychology is the scientific study of
the mind and behaviour. It is a
demanding subject that explores the
fundamental questions of why we, as
a species, think, feel and behave as
we do. The increasing fascination that
society has with Psychology is
reflected in its popularity at AS and A
level.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

As a new subject the following criteria are essential for enrolment onto
the course.  Grade B or above in Maths or Numeracy.  Grade  B in
English Langauage or Literature and a C grade in ANY Science.

Subject Lead: Mr T Robinson
 

COURSE CONTENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  Past to Present- 20%
Unit 2 (AS)  Psychological Concepts- 20%
 
A2 Level – Year 13
 
Unit 3 (A2) - Implications in the real world -
40%
Unit 4 (A2) - Applied Research Methods - 20%
 
All units are written exams. 
 
 
 
 

 
Postgraduate study enables students to become qualified practitioners in the fields
of clinical, forensic and educational psychology. The study of Psychology is also
highly valued by employers in social work, nursing, sales, advertising, public
relations, counselling, media and general management to name but a few. At A
level you will be asked to rigorously analyse, evaluate and research; these are all
transferable skills that are in great demand in the workplace.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

 
 
AS Unit 1: An Introduction to the Study of Religion 
This involves a study of one of the major world religions across four main
themes: religious figures and sacred texts religious concepts religious lifereligious
practices that shape identity. The chosen religion is Judaism.
 
AS Unit 2: An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion / Religion and Ethics
Section A: An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion. Students study philosophical
themes including: Arguments for the existence of God – the cosmological, teleological
and ontological arguments for the existence of God. Arguments against the existence of
God – the problem of evil and suffering.  Students consider whether events, like the
Holocaust, prove that God doesn’t exist. Students consider the nature and validity of
religious experience in the modern world e.g. do miracles actually occur or are they just
wishful thinking?
 
Section B: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics. Students study a range of traditional
and modern ethical theories and approaches including:Ethical thought including Divine
Command Theory, Virtue Theory and Ethical Egoism.Aquinas’ Natural Law and its
application to abortion and voluntary euthanasia. Fletcher’s Situation Ethics and its
application to homosexuality and polyamorous relationships. Utilitarianism and its
application to animal experimentation for medical research and the use of nuclear
weapons as a deterrent.
 
A2 Unit 3: Study of a Religion
Students carry out an in depth study of a major world religion (Judaism), based on the
following themes:Religious figures and sacred texts.Significant historical development in
religious thought.Significant social development in religious thought. Religious practices
that shape identity.
 
Unit 4: Religion and Ethics 
Students study more complex ethical theories and approaches including:Ethical thought
including Naturalism, Intuitionism and Emotivism.Deontological Ethics - a development
of Natural Law studied at AS, Determinism and Free will.
 
Unit 5: Philosophy of Religion
Students study more complex philosophical concepts within the following themes:
Challenges to religious belief |Religious experience | Religious language.
 
.

WJEC AS/A2

The Religious Studies course consistently
attracts a high number of students every year
and the department prides itself on achieving
outstanding AS and A2 results.  In 2017 we
attained 95% grade C and above at A Level
(Welsh National Average 77.3%) and in 2018
we attained 88% (Welsh National Average
76.3%).The course is designed to allow
students to consider religious, moral, ethical,
social, cultural and contemporary issues.  The
chosen units provide students with the
opportunity to carry out an in depth study of
a major world religion; to study relationships
between religion and ethics; consider moral
values and attitudes of individuals, faith
communities and contemporary society;
develop skills in reasoning and the ability to
make responsible judgments on moral
teaching and issues.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above in FULL course GCSE. 

Subject Lead: Mrs C Whatley
 

COURSE CONTENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  15%
Unit 2 (AS)  25%
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 3 (A2)  20%
Unit 4 (A2)  20%
Unit 3 (A2)  20%
 
There is an emphasis on active learning throughout
the course which include small group and whole
class discussion and debate, independent research,
the use of ICT and pupil presentation.  Students are
taught to develop their literacy skills, particularly
essay writing which is essential for the examinations.
 
 

The course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Religious Studies or
related courses at higher education.  Students who wish to pursue careers in
education, social work, the police force, law or medicine, for example, will find this
course most beneficial due to the nature of many topics studied throughout the
course.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

SOCIOLOGY

 
 
Unit 1: Acquiring Culture 
a) The Core. This involves an introduction to the core concepts in Sociology.  We look at
how children acquire their gender, class, ethnic and national identity and the process of
culture transmission and social control. We examine differences in cultural practices in
other societies and the phenomena of feral children. We also investigate whether
gender differences are universal and a result of natural differences or upbringing.
b) Topic - Youth Culture. This involves a study of the ways in which youth culture
differs from adult culture, how male youth cultures differ from female cultures and how
some youth cultures may be delinquent and anti-school.  A specific study is made of the
spectacular subcultures of the 20th Century such as the Teddy Boys, Mods and Rockers,
Skinheads and Punk. We examine factors affecting the formation of youth culture and
youth subcultures and the reasons why youths joined them and how youth cultures
have changed. The impact of gender, ethnicity, class and nationality on young people’s
experiences are explored.
 
Unit 2: Understanding Society and Methods of Sociological Enquiry
a) Sociological Research Methods. In this module, the way sociologists collect their
evidence is examined and the strengths and weaknesses of these methods and their
practical uses are assessed. Students are given practical opportunities to devise
questionnaires and conduct interviews.
b) Topic - Education. This involves a study of the British educational system.  We
examine patterns of achievement between boys and girls, different social classes and
ethnic groups.  The sociological explanations for these patterns are investigated.  We
also look at the functions of education and competing theories regarding the purpose of
education with reference to contemporary debates and policies.
 
Unit 3: Power and Control 
a) Topic - Crime and Deviance.This involves a detailed study of definitions of what is
criminal; ways of measuring crime and the problems of statistics; causes and effects of
crime; the role of the media and police and attempts at solving the problem of crime in
society.  Comparison is made between different social classes, ethnic groups and
male/female involvement in crime and explanations of these patterns. Contemporary
social policy issues are also discussed. 
 
Unit 4: Social Inequality and Applied Methods of Sociological Enquiry
a) Applied Sociological Research Skills. Here, the work completed in Year 1 of the
course will be re-examined in a more detailed and practical fashion, applying the
process of research to actual issues.
b) Social Inequality. This involves an examination of the inequalities of class, gender,
age and ethnicity in the contemporary UK, with specific reference to Wales.  The
patterns of inequality in income and wealth, health, life styles, educational opportunities
and involvement in crime are analysed. Theoretical explanations for contemporary
patterns in inequality are explored; including Feminism, Marxism and Postmodernism.
 
 
 
.

WJEC AS/A2

Sociology, simply defined, is the study of
how people live in society.  The subject
explores the way in which people
organise their lives, the social institutions
they set up such as the family, media and
law and order and the social
relationships people form with others. 
During the two year course, we explore
diverse issues such as how children learn
social behaviour, why girls and boys
behave differently, explanations for the
crime rates of adolescent boys, if and
why there is racism and inequality in
contemporary society.  Students opting
for sociology should be curious about the
social world around them.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade 5 or above at GCSE Sociology is essential.  If not studied at GCSE a
minimum of a C in English Language or Literature and a C in Maths or
Numeracy is essential. 

Subject Lead: Miss C Johnson
 

COURSE CONTENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

 
AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS)  15%
Unit 2 (AS)  25%
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 3 (A2)  25%
Unit 4 (A2)  25%
 
All modules are exteral examinations. AS
students will sit unit 1and unit 2 in May of year
12    A2 students will sit unit 3 and unit 4 in June
of year 13
 
 
 

A study of Sociology is useful for many careers, including administration, law,
personnel work, local government, medicine, dentistry, education, journalism, town
planning etc. Many university degrees include sociology e.g. The inequality of health
module. Past students often remark how useful the study of Sociology has been to
them.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

WELSH

 
 
Both AS and A2 courses focus on contemporary Welsh literature.  Students will
develop an in depth knowledge and understanding of Welsh films, short stories,
poetry and a play.  Students are encouraged to develop their analytical skills as they
discuss poets, authors and dramatists’ viewpoints on modern day issues such as
love, friendship, war, responsibility, unemployment and the love of Wales as a
nation.In addition, students will follow a grammar course which develops sound
understanding and competence in the language. All lessons, except grammar
lessons, are taught through the medium of Welsh.  This promotes and encourages
confidence, full student participation and accelerates linguistic competence.  In
addition students are encouraged to participate in extra-curricular activities in
order to broaden their experiences.  These include visits to the theatre, university
lectures, the National Eisteddfod and work placements.
 
AS Year 12 
Unit 1:  Oral Examination 
Part A Group discussion of a film. 
Part B. An individual interview discussing elements of the coursework.
 
Unit 2:  Internal Assessment
Students work independently to produce a 1000 – 2000 word portfolio on a Welsh
topic of interest (music, feminism, The Aberfan Disaster).
 
Unit 3:  Written Examination
Section A requires students to answer different types of linguistic exercises.
Section B is a poetry question where students analyse the content, techniques and
themes in 5 set poems.
 
A2 Year 13
Unit 4:  Oral Examination
Section A:   An individual general discussion | Section B:  Crash by Sera Moore
Williams | Section C:  A synoptic discussion.
Unit 5:  Written Examination 
Section A reading comprehension | Section B requires students to read an English
article and compose a letter in Welsh in response.
Unit 6:  Written ExaminationSection A requires students to answer different
types of linguistic exercises. | Section B 4 short stories are studied and the
question asks for a response on content, style and a synoptic analysis.

WJEC AS/A2

The Welsh Second Language AS and A2
course is a combination of Literature,
Media Studies, Welsh Culture and
grammar.  It encourages students to
study the language with interest,
enjoyment and enthusiasm, and gives
them the ability to communicate in a
competent and fluent manner.  It inspires
students to play an appropriate role in a
bilingual society at the beginning of the
twenty first century.

PROFILE

CONTACT

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

Grade B or above eg Full Course GCSE.

Subject Lead: Mrs C Tucker

COURSE CONTENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

AS Level – Year 12
Unit 1 (AS) - 15% - Oral Exam
Unit 2 (AS) - 10% - Non Exam Assessment
Unit 3 (AS) - 15% - Written Paper
 
A2 Level – Year 13
Unit 5(A2)  25%  - Oral Exam
Unit 5 (A2)  15% - Written Paper
Unit 5 (A2)  20% - Written Paper
 
 
 
 

The course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Welsh Second Language
by means of a range of Higher Education courses in University.  Students can follow
Single Honours or Joint Honours Degrees combining the language with a wide
range of subjects including Art, Drama and Theatre Studies, Spanish, Education and
various others.  In addition, the course provides a coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to further study in
the subject, and who use Welsh as a stepping stone to a variety of careers.


