
How will A Level Music help me in the 
future? In the future, Creativity is going to 
be one of the most important and 
in-demand skills at work (World Economic 
Forum.) When business leaders across the 
world were surveyed, they voted Creativity 
as the most important workplace capability 
to help their businesses survive and grow. 
This means that the study of creative 
subjects, like Music, is becoming even more 
important and relevant to young people to 
give you the chance to succeed – whatever 
your ambitions. At the same time, you will 
find many opportunities to develop and 
improve your personal wellbeing both 
independently and as part of a wider 
community

Reasons to choose Music:
● You can develop your existing performance ability and use this towards achieving an A level. 
● If you already enjoy writing your own music or songs, you can use this ability and experience, and learn how to 

develop your ideas into successful pieces. 
● If you love listening to music, you will learn more about what makes the music you enjoy work so well.





Subject specific entry requirements
What standard do I need to have reached/what qualifications do I need? 

● Students will need to have a C grade in GCSE Music. 
● Ideally you need to be Grade 5/6 standard on an instrument (or voice) at 

AS Level and be able to reach Grade 6/7 by the end of the course in Year 
13 

What subjects will it go well with? 

Music is very mathematical in nature, and so Music and 
Maths complement each other well, so do Music and 
Languages – after all, music is a language in its own right. 
In fact, Music goes well with pretty much any subject and 
some people believe that studying music can actually 
enhance your grades in other subjects. 

MYTH BUSTED:

You do not have to play multiple 
instruments or have Grade 8.  



Listening paper 
overview - 
Content / Syllabus



Work required - Levels of effort needed 

1. Produce two compositions using either Musescore or Sibelius 
- One Set Brief (Western Classical Style)
- One Free Choice 

You will have several composition lessons a fortnight where you will be able to work on your 
pieces in class and get feedback and advice from your teachers. However you will need to 
prepare for composition lessons at home also. Composition is a process that develops 
gradually over time, therefore you will need to be prepared to put in a lot of effort in this 
area of the course to reach a high standard. 

2. Harmony exercises/ Aural dictation 

In order to be able to write a Western Classical Composition and analyse the Western 
Classical Set Works in the listening part of the course, you will study Harmony at A Level. 
You will be expected to complete various harmony exercises for homework. Building on aural 
dictation skills studied at GCSE you may also be required to complete aural dictation 
questions for homework also. 



Work required - Levels of effort needed 
3. Rehearsing pieces for the Practical Assessment 

You will need to prepare a performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces. One piece must 
reflect the musical characteristics of one area of study. Total duration of performances: 6-8 minutes 
at AS Level and either 10-12 minutes at A Level or 6-8 minutes (depending on whether you have 
chosen extended performance or composition). 

Performing is assessed by a visiting examiner, giving a much more realistic scenario than a 
recording, allowing students to demonstrate their communication of the music to the listener, and 
giving a real sense of occasion.

Students in Year 13 can choose whether they wish to be assessed on a longer performance or submit 
a third composition, allowing them to develop their preferred specialism.

4. Listening paper preparation and essay writing skills 

You will study a variety of styles and composers through the course. You will need to be prepared to 
analyse various extracts and create drafts of essays on the set works and unseen pieces. You will also 
need to be prepared to complete some wider listening as part of your homework. 



Finding out more - 

WJEC Syllabus https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/fsybcs5b/wjec-gce-music-spec-from-2016-e.pdf

AS Level Set Work - Haydn Symphony 103 (Drum Roll) 
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2015-16/15-16_24/Drum%20Roll_Teachers%20Notes.pdf
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2015-16/15-16_24/Drum%20Roll_Teachers%20Notes.pdf

Musical Theatre shows to get you started: 
- Anything Goes (Cole Porter) 
- Oklahoma (Richard Rodgers)
- Phantom of the Opera (Andrew Lloyd Webber)
- Les Miserables (Claude Michel Schonberg) 

Useful websites: 
https://alevelmusic.com/
https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/2008-09/music/irf08_04(3)/index.html

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/fsybcs5b/wjec-gce-music-spec-from-2016-e.pdf
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2015-16/15-16_24/Drum%20Roll_Teachers%20Notes.pdf
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2015-16/15-16_24/Drum%20Roll_Teachers%20Notes.pdf
https://alevelmusic.com/
https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/2008-09/music/irf08_04(3)/index.html

