
 

INFORMATION IN SUPPORT OF UCAS REFERENCES FOR 2021 ENTRY 
 
Caerleon Comprehensive School has a population of 1,556 and a Sixth Form of 331. In the recent academic                  
year, 2019 to 2020, we had 144 students in Year 12 (166 including students from our partner school). We are                    
an inclusive sixth form that prides itself on taking students who may only have met a minimum of five grade C                     
GCSE or equivalents. We have 44 wide ranging mixed ability classes, with a large average class size of 19.5                   
pupils. This has posed significant concerns by both students and teachers to progress and educate respectively                
through lock down. 
 
Physical teaching was postponed from March 19th, 2020 and did not recommence until this September, 2020.                
Our ability to teach our students was hugely impacted by our local council, Newport CC, as live lessons were                   
not permitted to take place between March and the beginning of July. Staff were frustrated, only being able                  
to record and post lessons electronically and electronic work booklets for students to work through. During                
this time, the lack of teacher face-to-face contact had a huge impact on our Year 12 students. A number of                    
students suffered from anxiousness, concerned about falling behind and unable to cope with working from a                
busy home. Other students had problems, with parents and siblings also requiring electronic devices and with                
such increased usage in the home, WIFI connections were often poor. The pastoral team were contacting                
students across the year group to support them, but some still did not want to engage. When Welsh schools                   
returned in July, we were only able to offer one hour a week of live lessons online per subject, having finally                     
received permission to do so. Our Year 12 classes did not return back to school for the three weeks in July, as                      
we were unable to merge class bubbles for their different subject options. 
 
During this time, the Sixth Form Team would have normally provided a wealth of in school UCAS support and                   
training and this has always been with full university engagement. The students have always engaged fully in                 
these school activities, have all their questions answered and have had the opportunity to attend Open Days.                 
We see students actively start to complete their personal statements and fully engage in super curriculum                
activities. However, this year, during lockdown this all went online and take up was limited due to a variety of                    
issues, from students struggling to keep on top of their studies, whilst feeling isolated and struggling to cope                  
with the real pressures and anxieties of the pandemic.  
 
Since returning in September, students have been able to access lessons but these are considerably shorter                
with the need for rooms to be thoroughly cleaned between lessons. Alongside this disruption, we have had a                  
number of individual students and staff self-isolating. In these situations, work is set for them, but this is now                   
even harder for them having only just returned. Along with the national trend, we are planning for potential                  
whole year group self-isolation periods which will just compound the situation further. The mental health and                
anxiety concerns are now prevalent across a number of students and this is only likely to worsen. 
 
Please note that on the UCAS application form, students have not entered any AS or A2 modules. AS module                   
results were not generated and we are still unsure of the programme of examinations for each subject, with                  
Welsh Government allowing students to complete AS and A2 modules or just A2 in Year 13. This is currently                   
an on-going discussion with students and departments. Furthermore, Welsh Government has taken the             
requirement of a fourth module out of the Welsh Baccalaureate and this is again a decision between staff and                   
students. The Individual Project, however, is an essential component and all students are completing this. 
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